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Apple Slice

One Serving of Learning
Those who cannot remember history...

Procedure:
1. Before students arrive, prepare 10-15 questions based on that day’s
newspaper and note the number from each section.
2. Write the breakdown on the board so that student will see it when sl
Students will use the
they enter the classroom.

newspaper to improve reading

and note-taking skills, educate

For example:

) themselves on current events
World/National 4 and develop the ‘newspaper
Local 3 habit/They will also be
Sports p) motivated to attend

. class on test days.

Leisure 2 /
Business 2
Total 13

3. Allow students 25 minutes to read the newspaper and take notes while reading. These notes
may be used on the oral or written quiz that follows.

4. Award one-half bonus point for each correctly-answered question. These points may be
added to the score of an upcoming test if the student is present and takes the test on the
appointed day.

Extension: This activity can also be modified to fit different subjects taught and various grade
levels simply by altering the selection of questions.

This exercise is “quite popular with my students,” says teacher Steven Yoder.” The students
quickly know when they enter my classroom what the expectations are for the activity, and
begin working without any initiative from me.” Students typically gain between two and five
points, adds Yoder. And those who earn more “have usually taken the initiative to read the
newspaper before entering the classroom. Thus reinforcing my goal of creating avid newspaper
v . . o L “Th
readers.” “Studying current events allows the students to gain an appreciation of the historical ose
events we are learning about, and shows them how the past impacts current decisions.”

who cannot
- Adapted from an activity submitted by Steven T. Yoder, Instructor, Secondary Social Studies, Parkland High School,
Allentown, Pennsylvania. remem b er
This activity addresses the following national learning standards: the past are
Language Arts—#1 Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding to the texts, of
themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world, to acquire new information; to respond to the needs
: ” condemned

and demands of society and the workplace;..Source: National Council of Teachers of English/International Reading As-
sociation List of Standards for the English Language Arts, 1996 .
Social Studies—Strand Il Time, Continuity and Change to repeat it”
(Curriculum Standards for Social Studies, National Council for

the Social Studies, 1999.) - George Santayana




